
8. Tallarook Arboretum

Tallarook Arboretum is a small, secluded sanctuary beside Dabyminga Creek in the centre of 

Tallarook. Large old Red Gums provide shaded grasslands and habitat for many creatures, and a 

walking track winds through the Arboretum planted by Dabyminga Catchment Collaborative. The 

Arboretum is at the end of a short laneway off Main Road Tallarook. It has a small picnic shelter. 

The Arboretum was severely damaged by the 2022 and 2024 floods and is currently closed.

This arboretum is on the land of the Taungurung People and is included in the area 

of Aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity along Dabyminga Creek. We acknowledge their 

Elders past and present and emerging, and their care of Country over many millennia. We ask

that all people respect this ancient heritage and care for the land we now share.
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Directions 
A laneway runs off Main Road, Tallarook opposite Mechanics Institute and 400m from the Tallarook

Railway Station. The laneway leads down to creek terraces in a bend of Dabyminga Creek. The 

laneway is dry but the grasslands past the fenced stormwater retention pond may be too wet and 

boggy for vehicles.

Walking Tracks
Tracks are on grass with a rough gravel track through the planted area. A rough and irregular patch

runs through the arboretum. Note: private boundaries are not always well defined.

Warning: steep eroded creek bank – see map. Floods in 2022 and 2024 extended the 

eroded bank into the Arboretum, removed protective fencing and destroyed tracks. The 

Arboretum is currently closed.

The track down from Main Road is a long rough slope requiring assistance. The grass-

lands and area around shelter are accessible in dry conditions

Sheltered picnic table and tank water are available in the Arboretum. 

No toilets. The nearest are the Mechanics Institute (if open) or on Railway Place (an ex-

tension off Main Street near the CFA shed).

We recommend vehicles stay out of the Arboretum as much as possible particularly in 

when the ground is damp.

Landform and Geology
Tallarook Arboretum is on a series of terraces 

and flood plains along Dabyminga Creek. As with

all creeks, there are signs of old watercourses 

and active erosion of the banks on the outside of

bends. Floods in January 2024 flowed across the

area, significantly eroding the creek bank and 

removing fences.

The steep western slopes of Brown Range 

visible from the Arboretum are part of the meta-

morphic aureole around the west and southern 

sides of the granite of the Tallarook Ranges. 

Rocks in the creek bed are mostly hard angular hornfels eroded from the metamorphic aureole.
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Vegetation
The Floodplain Riparian Woodlands along Dabyminga Creek have been heavily modified by land 

clearing, but there are some large old River Red Gums plus regrowth of Red Gums and wattles. 

Pools along Dabyminga Creek contain several aquatic plants such as Water Milfoil and Water 

Ribbons. The Arboretum contains a variety of local native species from local nurseries. 

The reserve also has a constructed and fenced water stormwater retention basin planted with 

native wetland species. The fence was flattened in the 2024 floods.

Plant lists are in preparation.

Wildlife
The narrow corridor of trees along Dabyminga Creek provides some habitat for animals moving 

through the landscape. Many different birds may be seen in the Arboretum, and the creek is a 

valuable corridor for fish, frogs and other aquatic animals yet to be recorded. 

Species lists are in preparation.

Aboriginal history
The Arboretum is on the land of the Taungurung People and is part of the area of Aboriginal 

cultural heritage sensitivity along Dabyminga Creek. 

History after colonisation
Tallarook has a long history as a town on the route from Melbourne to Sydney with both the old 

highway and a rail junction for the Albury and Mansfield lines from 1872. The Hume Freeway 

bypassed Tallarook in the early 1980s. The rail line to Mansfield was closed in 1978 and was 

reopened as the Great Victorian Rail Trail in 2012. 

The Tallarook Arboretum was established on crown land by Dabyminga Catchment Collaborative 

on July 16, 2005: about 500 plants of 52 different species were planted and continue to be main-

tained despite floods.

Management
The Park is Crown land managed by Mitchell Shire Council. Dabyminga Catchment Collaborative 

(a local Landcare Group) developed the Arboretum of local species near the creek and a shelter for

picnics and continues to maintain the area. 
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The Crown land is included in the Land Use Activity Agreement, a part of the Taungurung 

Recognition and Settlement Agreement. The Reserve is an area of Aboriginal cultural heritage 

sensitivity.

Further information
Mitchell Shire Council: https://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/our-region/parks-and-playgrounds/

tallarook-arboretum

Taungurung Land and Water Council at https://taungurung.com.au. Taungurung Recognition and 

Settlement Agreement at https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/your-rights/native-title/taungurung-

recognition-and-settlement-agreement. 

Goulburn Broken CMA Revegetation Guide: information on different ecological vegetation 

communities, plant communities and plants in the Sugarloaf zone at 

https://www.gbcma.vic.gov.au/revegetation/zones/sugarloaf
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These notes are a work in progress. If you have any comments or additional information on the 

nature and ecological history of Tallarook Arboretum, please contact us at 

https://www.beam.org.au/contact
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Tallarook Arboretum

Map Notes: Although the Arboretum is on crown land, the actual size and shape has been determined by 
private fencelines and changes in the location of the stream since the maps were first drafted. At the eastern 
end of the Arboretum, the boundary has been drawn to approximately the opposite bank of the stream.
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